
Maintaining a strong link to the manufacturing 
trades, Benicia is home to training facilities for 
Ironworkers and Boilermakers.

Benicia was once the capital 
of California. Above, the 
historic capitol building is 
open to visitors.

Benicia’s waterfront is 
a place for fun. Above, 
kids perch on a bench by 
hometown artist Robert 
Arneson.

Many small manufacturers 
with big stature are based in 
Benicia. Schoenstein & Co., 
above, is a nationally known 
maker of pipe organs.

Benicia Business Walk 
representatives meet 
Jim Ponder of Ponder 

Environmental Services.

Business-friendly

BENICIA
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See what the new Boilermakers can do for you.
www.BestInTrade.com

Cost competitive | Safety conscious | Drug-free | Highly skilled

We train our workers with  
our owners and contractors  
in mind. Every Boilermaker 
goes through rigorous training 
to meet the growing and  
evolving needs of our  
industry partners. 

Proven on job after successful 
job, Boilermakers work safely 
and will bring your project in 
on time and within budget.

For quality welders, riggers  
and other craftsmen, call on us  
for your next outage. 

Try us once, and the  
Boilermakers will become  
your workforce of choice. 
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Why should you, as a 
business owner, come 
to Benicia? Because 
everything’s better here! As 
Benicia’s City Manager, I am 
excited to invite you to consider 
locating your business in our special town. 
We have an array of unusual assets that 
represent the range of successful businesses 
already here—the largest industrial park in the 
region, a thriving downtown that reflects our 
community character, and a shoreline that 
includes a deep-water port.

We care about local businesses and work to 
foster productive relationships that connect you 
to decision makers at City Hall. Business owners 
can literally pick up the phone and reach out to 
staff with questions, comments and concerns, 
and talk to someone right away.

Please take a look at the information in-
side this issue, and then contact our Economic 
Development team for more information about 
why you should consider locating your business 
in Benicia. 

Lorie Tinfow, City Manager, Benicia
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C
alifornia’s most enterprising city has the perfect name: 
Benicia means “blessed one” in Spanish. With a thriving 
arts scene, a lively downtown, and a waterfront promenade, 
residents of Benicia, Calif., feel fortunate to live there. 

WalletHub agrees: The personal finance website named Benicia one 
of its 2019 “best small cities to live in America.”

Above all, Benicia benefits from a flourishing local economy with 
a diverse array of hardworking and creative businesses. The town of 
28,000, located on the bay just 35 miles northeast of San Francisco, 
has established itself as a small but mighty powerhouse, where city 
leaders partner with local and regional companies to drive a thriv-
ing culture of creative entrepreneurship. 

Jack Bethards, president of Schoenstein & Co., tells a common 
story. In need of more room for his pipe organ manufacturing busi-
ness that was outgrowing its San Francisco headquarters, he spent 
six years searching for the right new location. “My top concern was 
finding a business-friendly town with helpful planning and build-
ing departments, great infrastructure and transportation, and a safe 
and secure environment for our plant and employees,” he says. 

Bethards found his perfect match in the Benicia Industrial Park 
(BIP), the region’s largest concentration of business real estate, with 
3,000 acres of land and 7 million square feet of buildings. The BIP is a 
center of regional prosperity, with more than 450 businesses employ-
ing 7,000-plus people in manufacturing, construction, environmental 
engineering, steel fabrication, petroleum refining, biotech, and many 
other industries. (Read more about the Schoenstein story on page 5.)

Benicia’s blessings also spring from its unique location and 
deep-water port on the Carquinez Strait, where the San Francisco 
Bay meets the Sacramento Delta. The city’s businesses enjoy rapid 
access to freeway transportation at the crossing of interstates 680 

and 780 with easy access to I-80. The junction offers convenient 
routes to Oakland, Sacramento, Napa, San Jose, and San Francisco. 

Because Benicia is just a bit farther out from the high-priced real 
estate of San Francisco and the San Jose tech bubble, it can offer 
overall operating costs that are 20 to 25 percent lower than compa-
rable Bay Area locations. Leases in the BIP, for example, run 10 to 15 
percent less than the rest of the Bay Area.

The city’s largest employer, with nearly 500 workers, is the 800-
acre Valero Benicia Refinery, which in addition to refining gasoline, 
supplies 35 percent of Northern California’s asphalt. Many of Beni-
cia’s other diverse businesses fall into industry clusters—businesses 
that share supply chains and benefit from proximity to one another. 

There’s a rich ecosystem of companies in the food and beverage 
world, including Edison Grain, a supplier of wholesale ingredients 

Benicia’s Path to Prosperity
Arts and industry thrive in one 
of the Bay Area’s “best small 
cities to live in America”

Benicia Capitol State Historic Park is the site of the building that 
served as California’s state capital for 13 months in 1852–1853. 

Benicia is located on the Carquinez Strait where the San Francisco Bay meets the Sacramento Delta.
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“Benicia is a most unusual 
combination of small-
town atmosphere and 
friendliness combined with 
a giant industrial complex. 
All the services we need 
are right here, and we 
have lots of space—a real 
contrast with downtown 
San Francisco!”

Jack Bethards, 
President and 

Tonal Director, 
Schoenstein & Co.

for the natural foods market, and Loubier, a maker 
of gourmet sauces and rubs. Benicia’s proximity to 
Napa’s wine industry powers local companies such 
as Cork Supply and Tonnellerie Ô, a supplier of 
corks, screw-caps, and foils.

There’s also a cluster of outdoor recreational 
businesses, including Avalon RV and Nick’s Cus-
tom Golf Carts; many construction companies; 
health product innovators; and a surprising array 
of artisans such as Bradbury & Bradbury, manufac-
turer of hand-screened, authentic 19th and 20th 
century wallpaper designs.

“Benicia made for a relaxed and affordable place 
to set up a large printing studio in 1981,” says Ste-
phen Bauer, Bradbury & Bradbury’s Bradbury & 
Bradbury’s president and artistic director. “Our 
factory building was once part of the U.S. Army 
base located in the area and was built in 1884. It’s 
a beautiful brick building, with many tall arched 
windows, 18-foot ceilings, and maple floors.” 

In fact, the building is part of a unique business 
district called the Benicia Arsenal, a 250-acre site 
that dates back to 1849, when President Lincoln es-
tablished it as a military installation just east of Be-
nicia’s downtown. By 1951 it was the first ordnance 
supply depot on the West Coast, with several build-
ings designed by Italian architects, including the Be-
nicia Clock Tower. Today these architecturally rich 
buildings, as well as surrounding sites, are home to 
more than 100 artists and makers, as well as per-
forming arts groups and small businesses.

Stylish buildings and businesses attract a boom-
ing tourism market, largely centered along First 
Street, from Military south to the pier at Benicia 
Point. This bustling corridor attracts visitors with 
restaurants and bars, boutiques, live music, art 
galleries, specialty shops, spas, and dramatic wa-
terfront views, especially along the First Street 
Promenade. And thanks to a Business Improvement 
District (BID), Benicia’s main street twinkles with 
light-festooned trees all evening, creating a lively at-
mosphere and increased foot traffic at night. 

Visitors to Benicia who arrive by boat can take 
advantage of a guest mooring to visit for the day 
or stay overnight at the full-service Benicia Mari-
na, which provides a launch ramp and fuel dock, 
restrooms and showers, and a general store. Lo-
cated between East Second and East Fifth streets, 
the marina is just a short walk to the downtown 
attractions and nightlife. 

Benicia residents enjoy the benefits of living in 
the Bay Area—mild climate, plentiful outdoor recre-
ation, cultural opportunities, and access to top-tier 
health care. They also appreciate what small-town 
life has to offer, including a crime rate that’s saf-
er than 86 percent of other California cities, and a 
school district that’s ranked first in Solano County.

For businesses looking for a new city to call 
home, Bethards of Schoenstein & Co. recommends 
making a quick trip to Benicia. “Take advantage of 
my six years of research,” he says. “Don’t bother 
looking elsewhere.”

Schoenstein & Co., founded in San 
Francisco in 1877, faced a crucial decision 
in 2004. The largest maker 
of pipe organs in the 
western United States 
had outgrown the 
Mission District 
building it had 
occupied since 1928, 
and the company 
found itself in search of 
a new home. That’s when 
owner Jack Bethards decided to 
move the facility to Benicia Industrial Park.

Bethards, who bought the company in 
1977, became a pipe organ devotee as a 
child, when he watched the Schoenstein 
company rebuild an organ at his church. 
Today, he oversees production at his 
30,000-square-foot Benicia facility, which 
includes a 43-foot-high erecting room 
with a bridge crane capable of handling 
the largest of projects.

Schoenstein has built and installed 
more than 100 church organs in California 
alone. Its organs are also found across 
the country—including at the conference 
center for the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints in Salt Lake City, the 
Nashville Symphony Orchestra, and the 
Juilliard School. It has consulted for such 
clients as the Kennedy Center, Boston 
Symphony Orchestra, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, and Washington National Cathedral.

Bethards takes special pride in 
fine-tuning the sound of the organ once 
it’s installed—a process that can take 
weeks as each one of a thousand or more 
pipes is voiced.

COMPANY 
PROFILE:

SCHOENSTEIN 
& CO

Pipe organ 
maker finds
a home 
in Benicia

Its waterfront location makes Benicia attractive to boaters of all kinds, while its affordable real estate 
makes it  a perfect home for small manufacturers, such as Schoenstein & Co. organ makers (above right).
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GROW YOUR NETWORK
with the Bay Area’s leading business community.

San Francisco Business Times Leadership Trust is a new 
community for the region’s most influential business decision 
makers, with benefits designed to increase your exposure, 
build your connections and advance your work, including: 

SHARE YOUR INSIGHTS
with the Bay Area’s largest business audience. 

MAKE AN IMPACT
on your business, career and city. 

A high-cal iber network
A San Francisco Business Times Executive Profi le
The opportunity to publish art icles on our website
Business and career coaching
And more
 

Membership is by invitation only. Find out if you qualify and begin an application at
sanfranciscobusinesstimes.com/trust

LEADERSHIP
TRUST

SAN FRANCISCO
BUSINESS
TIMES
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A 
marker at the bottom of First Street, on Benicia’s water-
front, attests to the town’s colorful maritime past: The 
plaque is dedicated to author Jack London, who lived on 
a boat on the Carquinez Strait and worked on the “fish pa-

trol,” rounding up oyster poachers and trawling for outlaws. In his 
off hours, London was well known to the town’s saloonkeepers, 
and he immortalized his time in Benicia in the books “John Barley-
corn” and “Tales of the Fish Patrol.”

Benicia’s waterfront in the early 20th century was packed with 
shipyards, saloons, fishing canneries, a tannery, a ferry terminal, and 
the Southern Pacific Rail Depot. During Prohibition, Benicia was 
known as the “wettest” city in Northern California, with rumored 
tunnels connecting brothels and speakeasies under First Street.

Today, Benicia’s waterfront shows off a different kind of bustle, at-
tracting families and visitors who walk First Street for the prize at the 
bottom: the Promenade, the pier, and the view. The stroll showcases 
views of the Benicia-Martinez Bridge to the east and the Carquinez 
and Zampa Bridge to the west. Anglers dot the shoreline, sharing it 
with sea lions, egrets, and pelicans. To the west can be found West 
Ninth Street Park—one of the city’s three waterfront parks—where 
water enthusiasts come to fish and picnic or launch their boats, kay-
aks, canoes, and outriggers.

Perched near the Promenade on First Street is the renovated 
Tannery Building (once a thriving animal-hide complex) that now 
houses 10 businesses—including shops selling clothing, accessories, 
antiques, gifts, and art, as well as Cullen’s Tannery Pub, Char’s Hot 
Dogs, and Bella Siena Restaurant on the waterfront.

At the foot of First Street is the 1890s-era Southern Pacific Depot, 
one of 10 Benicia sites on the National Register of Historic Places and 
now home to Benicia Main Street, a California Main Street Program, 
which works to preserve and boost the city’s charming downtown 
and hosts many of its popular events. The adjacent First Street Green 
is a favorite spot to picnic or fly a kite.

Just east off of East B Street, the 320-slip Benicia Marina wel-
comes visiting sailors, who can take advantage of the close walking 

distance to First Street restaurants and shops, as well as the Benicia 
Yacht Club. One of the city’s best-loved works of public art lives at 
the marina’s Turnbull Park: a bronze self-portrait bench by home-
town sculptor and ceramicist Robert Arneson, the father of “Funk 
Art” whose pieces are in almost every major art institution in the 
country. Hint: Look underneath for a secret message!

Accessible by traveling on Military East, Benicia’s historic Ar-
senal district is the city’s artistic hub. This cluster of buildings that 
once stored military ordnance and munitions beginning in 1851 now 
houses more than 100 artists working in painting, mixed media, 
printmaking, sculpture, photography, and jewelry making. The non-
profit Arts Benicia maintains a world-class gallery there, sponsoring 
exhibitions and classes, as well as hosting Open Studios in May, the 
most well-attended annual art event in the city.

Happy 
Place

Whether you like to walk, fish, 
shop and dine, or just fly a kite, 
Benicia’s waterfront beckons

A bronze self-portrait bench by Benicia artist Robert Arneson.

The Promenade on First Street.
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Spectacular views are part of 
daily life in Benicia. 
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Mario Giuliani, Benicia’s economic development manager, is a Bay Area native and long-time 
Benicia resident. After finishing law school at UC Davis, he returned to work for the City of 
Benicia, first in the City Attorney’s Office and now in his current role, with a daily mission to 
support and grow Benicia’s economy. Giuliani’s experience, familiarity with the community, and 
appreciation for local businesses make him an ideal advocate for the business community. 

Q:             What do you wish more people knew about Benicia? 

Small-town charm still exists in the Bay Area! We have a safe community of 
28,000 people with a Norman Rockwell feel. That comes alive at our annual 
Third and Fourth of July celebrations and Christmas tree lighting. There’s a 
feeling here that I think is often lost in today’s world. 

Q:    What are some of the basics to know about Benicia?

Benicia is ideally located between San Francisco and Sacramento in Solano 
County. The city is on the north bank of the Carquinez Strait, where the San 
Joaquin and Sacramento rivers drain into the San Francisco Bay. We are also 
home to the largest industrial park in the region, with over 3,000 acres of 
land, 7 million square feet of buildings, and more than 450 businesses. We 
offer a small-town America vibe with a strong economic engine.

Q:  What gets you excited about working in economic development?

I get to be the person who helps government get out of its own way. 
My excitement comes from helping others pave the path to suc-
cess. Nobody comes to city hall to get a permit—they come to open 
their business. A permit is our vernacular. My job is to facilitate 
and that’s exciting. We have an appreciation and reverence for 
our business community and an understanding that the work 
they do and the products they produce are what provide the 
resources for the city to deliver services to our community.

Q: What other factors have helped Benicia acquire 
and cultivate its dynamic and diverse business 

community? 

We have the best schools in Solano County. Our work-
force is highly educated. We are also a training cen-
ter for tradespeople such as ironworkers and boil-
ermakers. We collaborate closely with the rest 
of Solano County, supporting industry clusters 
and bringing attention to the fact that this area 
is more than just an agricultural corridor be-
tween the Bay Area and Sacramento—we’re a 
great place to live, work, and play. We also 
have a proud history of promoting economic 
development with environmental sus-
tainability. Benicia is home to Valero 
Benicia Refinery, an industry leader in 
investing in technology that limits 
greenhouse gas emissions. Our local 

Economic Development Manager Mario Giuliani 
helps open doors to opportunity in Benicia

Q&A: A champion for 
local businesses
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After selling CytoSport (including the Muscle 
Milk brand) to Hormel Foods in 2014, founder 
and former race car driver Greg Pickett set 
about retooling a 110,000-square-foot space 
on Benicia’s Industrial Way to house his lat-
est venture: Flavor Insights, a company 
that develops flavoring for the food and 
beverage industry.

Pickett had originally brought 
CytoSport to Benicia in 2003 

for its lower operating costs 
and business-friendly city 

staff. This time around, 
Economic Development 
staff recognized that 
start-up Flavor Insights 
was a perfect match 

for one of the state’s 
programs, the California 

Competes Tax Credit. The 
city provided technical assistance 
in writing the application, and 
Flavor Insights was ultimately 
successful—re-investing the 
$550,000 tax-credit savings into 
equipment and R&D.

Today Pickett serves as 
chairman of Flavor Insights 
and works closely with his 
daughter Nikki Brown, who 
serves as CEO, and his son, 
Michael Pickett. He’s especially 
proud of the equipment and tech-
nology that enables Flavor Insights 
to manufacture the powders, liquids, 
and encapsulated flavors that capitalize 
on the growing demand for natural 
and organic ingredients in food and 
beverages.

In addition, the company is 
committed to environmentally 
friendly practices, such as 
cleaning equipment with super-
heated water rather than using harsh 
cleaners or chemicals—a process that 
squares with Benicia’s emphasis on clean, 
green business.

$550K through
incentive program
helped new company 
offset startup costs

“The city was helpful in 
walking us through the tax 
credit application process, 
including bringing in an 
outside consultant to guide 
us. The filing of the tax 
credit was quite simple, 
and we appreciated the city 
introducing the concept and 
holding our hand through it.”
—Nikki Brown, CEO

government was the first in Solano County to adopt a climate 
action plan and implement community choice aggregation. 
Our community is leading the way on how to marry economic 
development and environmental stewardship. 

Q:  What’s an example of how you’ve helped a Benicia employer?

In 2017 we helped Flavor Insights, an innovative manufacturer of 
food flavorings, apply for and receive a California Competes five-year 
state tax credit. Flavor Insights is the first Benicia business to receive 
such an award, and we worked closely with them during a three-
month, three-part competitive process. To my knowledge there’s no 
other city in California that will essentially shepherd that applica-
tion for you.

Q:  What’s ahead for Benicia?

We want to cultivate and expand the cannabis industry. Beni-
cia is supremely situated for industrial cannabis—manufactur-
ing, distribution, delivery, cultivation, and, to a lesser extent, 
testing. We recognize that there is an entire market in cannabis 
much like the wine industry. And considering our geographical 
location, where we are ideally placed to serve the Bay Area and 
North Bay, we think that we’ve taken the right policy steps to be 
attractive to the industry as a place to locate.

Q: Any advice for companies big or small who might be 
considering a move to Benicia?

Start with me! I’m your point of contact, and I can connect you 
with decision-makers within city hall. Our local government 
employees are approachable and they want to get things done. 
Also, be aware of the benefits Benicia can offer: lower real es-
tate and operating costs, a great climate for your business, and 
a wonderful place for your employees to live. We love to help 
businesses think about their future—what’s their next prod-
uct or what’s their next market opportunity to continue their 
growth cycle.

Q:  How do you keep your finger on the pulse?

Five times a year, public representatives and business support-
ers put on green vests and conduct the Benicia Business Walk in 
a commercial or industrial area. The purpose is to hear what’s 
happening with businesses, their concerns, and suggestions. 
This past year we heard a lot about the tight market for skilled 
workers, safety, roads, internet speeds, and opportunities avail-
able with the emerging cannabis industry. We’re there to listen 
and to help put a name and a face on someone from city hall. 
When you’ve met a person, you’re far more likely to pick up 
the phone and call if you have a problem or concern. We love 
gaining an appreciation and understanding of what’s going on 
in our various business sectors.

COMPANY 
PROFILE:
FLAVOR 

INSIGHTS

“Start with me! I’m your point of 
contact, and I can connect you with 
decision-makers within city hall. Our 
local government employees are 
approachable and they want to get 
things done.”

Mario Giuliani, Benicia Economic Development Manager
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Cannabis capital
Benicia welcomes California’s newly legal marijuana industry

F
or 13 glorious months, 1853 to 1854, Benicia 
reigned as the state capital of California. To-
day Benicia has set a course to become a new 
capital—the center of California’s now legal 

cannabis industry. 
“The City of Benicia welcomes cannabis man-

ufacturing, testing, distribution, and cultivation,” 
says a brochure from the Office of Economic Devel-
opment. The flyer touts the city’s multiple winning 
advantages, including the region’s lowest excise 
tax, a city point person to steward each project, a 
streamlined permit process, no limit on the number 
of licenses, and a selection of available real estate—
buildings from 2,400 to 100,000 square feet at the 
Benicia Industrial Park.

By the end of 2019, California expected to post a 
record $3.1 billion in licensed cannabis sales, solidi-
fying its status as the largest legal marijuana market 
in the world. This is up from $2.5 billion in 2018, the 
first year of licensed sales in the state, all precipi-
tated by Proposition 64, the statewide initiative ap-
proved by voters in 2016 that legalized growing and 
selling cannabis for recreational use. 

“Any market in the world would be ecstatic about 
a 23 percent growth rate,” industry analyst Tom Ad-
ams has pointed out. “That is fabulous for any in-
dustry to have that kind of growth.’’

According to a 2019 article in Wharton, a mag-
azine for graduates of the nation’s top-rated busi-
ness school, legal cannabis represents a “revolution 
that’s poised to muscle into some major turf.” This 
includes anti-anxiety medications (currently a $12 
billion global market), skin balms and acne treat-
ments (an $11 billion U.S. market), fabrics ($70 
billion U.S.), painkillers ($18 billion U.S.), and of 
course, the $250 billion beer, wine, and hard liquor 

market in the United States. 
“Consider the potential earnings from cultiva-

tion, R&D, manufacturing, delivery, and marketing 
for all of the sectors above,” Wharton author Peter 
Moore calls out. “And the economic makeover won’t 
stop there—federal legalization would pave the way 
for affiliated jobs and new tax revenues, plus the op-
portunity to reallocate an estimated $7.7 billion in 
annual spending on the War on Drugs.”

Adams, the industry analyst, says California is 
likely to remain the biggest government-sanctioned 
market in the nation, topping the $1.6 billion in le-
gal 2019 sales projected for Colorado, which legal-
ized cannabis in 2014. California’s 2019 sales were 
also expected to be impressive on a global scale, 
tripling the $1.1 billion in legal cannabis sold in 
Canada and eclipsing Germany’s $240 million sales. 
By 2020, Adams expects California’s legal cannabis 
sales to be $7.2 billion.  

Launching a 
cannabis business 
in Benicia
Launching a cannabis 
business in the still-na-
scent industry is no easy 
task. Economic Devel-
opment Manager Mario 
Giuliani counts Benicia’s 
supportive attitude and 
teamwork as key selling 
points for attracting more 
cannabis business. He 
outlines four easy steps 
for anyone looking to start 
an operation:

STEP 1: Give Giuliani a 
call at (707) 746-4289.

STEP 2: Get together 
with city point people 
for “Pre-Meeting” for first 
review of forms (available 
at www.ci.benicia.ca.us/
cannabis).

STEP 3: Submit 
application for Cannabis 
Public Safety License.

STEP 4: Submit 
application for Cannabis 
Use Permit.

*Beginning January 1, 2022, rate will be adjusted each January 
1 by San Francisco Area’s Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers as of previous October.

California is the biggest government-sanctioned cannabis market in the nation.
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Lowest Cannabis excise rates in the region

Business type Excise tax rate Unit

Distribution 1% Gross receipts

Testing 1% Gross receipts

Manufacturing 2% year 1 
2.5% year 2 
3.5% year 3

Gross receipts

Commercial 
cultivation

$5 first year 
$6 year 2 
$7 year 3*

Per square foot
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Dunlop Manufacturing’s guitar picks are the largest-selling 
picks in the world, with tens of millions produced each 

year. Its Tortex pick, developed by Dunlop in the early 
1980s to replace tortoise shell when it became unavail-

able, is the single biggest-selling pick in the world.
“Dunlop Manufacturing, celebrating its 55th anniver-

sary in 2020, is the spirit of Benicia” says Mario Giuliani, Benicia’s 
economic development manager. “Jim Dunlop Sr. was one of the 

most influential gear innovators in the music industry and certainly 
made the same type of impact in our community—a true leader.” Social 

media was abuzz in February 2019 as musicians around the world gave 
tribute to Dunlop upon his passing; he helped forge the sounds of rock ’n’ roll.  

It began when Scottish-born Dunlop immigrated, first to Canada in the 
1950s before landing in the Bay Area in the 1960s.

 He worked in a machine shop and tinkered with 
his own designs after hours. His first success 
came in the 1960s, when he developed a capo 
for 12-string guitars—a hit with the folk-music set. 
In 1972, he left his day job and moved his family 
and business to Benicia, where the company has 

grown into a multimillion-dollar music industry 
powerhouse.

In addition to picks, the company produces 
an array of other musical gear and is one of the 
largest providers of guitar pedals globally. Musi-
cians who use the company’s wah-wah pedals, 
effects boxes, picks, capos, slides, and guitar 
strings include Billie Joe Armstrong of Green 
Day, Slash from Guns N’ Roses, Keb’ Mo’, Bud-
dy Guy, Eddie Van Halen, and Metallica.

COMPANY 
PROFILE:
DUNLOP

MANUFACTURING

“Our father was driven by a 
fearless, innovative spirit. He 
tirelessly sought out ways to 
improve and expand the options 
available to players around 
the world. My brother, Jimi, 
and I will continue that legacy, 
serving musicians around the 
world with new and innovative 
as well as tried and true quality 
guitar accessories.”  
Jasmin Dunlop Powell, Chief Operating Officer

Guitar gear innovator 
helped shape the 
sound of rock music

Jim Dunlop around 1964.
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get connected
When you subscribe to our Weekly Edition—full of 
must-read stories with reporter insights, industry news, 
exclusive interviews, and expanded lists—you’ll also 
get local business stories as they happen, delivered 
immediately online and in our Morning & Afternoon 
Edition email newsletters.

bizjournals.com/sanfrancisco/subscribe
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1 Valero Benicia Refinery 3400 East 2nd Street
2 Benicia Clock Tower 1189 Washington Street
3 Benicia Point Pier South end of First Street
4 First Street Promenade 000 blk First Street
5 Benicia Marina 266 East B Street 
6 Benicia Capitol State Historic Park 115 West G Street
7 Benicia Yacht Club 400 East 2nd Street
8 West Ninth Street Park/Beach/Boat Launch South end of West Ninth Street 
9 Benicia State Recreation Area 1 State Park Road

10 City Gym 180 East L Street
11 Benicia Community Park Rose Drive at Dempsey Drive
12 James Lemos Swim Center 181 East J Street
13 Benicia Public Library 150 East L Street
14 Benicia High School 1101 Military West
15 BUSD/Liberty High School 350 East K Street
16 Arts Benicia 991 Tyler Street
17 St. Dominic School 935 East 5th Street
18 Benicia Main Street in the SP Depot Building 90 First Street
19 The Tannery Building 129-131 First Street
20 First Street Green First & East B Street
21 Benicia City Hall 250 East L Street
22 Benicia Community Center 390 East L Street

9

5
7

6

10
12

11

3
4

18

13

14

15

21

17

19
20

Benicia

Benicia
Landmarks
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Benicia 
Industrial 
Park

Highway 680 @ Goodyear Rd
Type: Commercial land
Acres: 4.50
Proposed Use: Commercial, 
Fast Food, Service Station
Frontage: 147’ on Lake Herman 
Rd

Property available for 
Development
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Highway 680 @ Goodyear Rd 

Page 1
12/10/2019

Highway 680 @ Goodyear Rd
Benicia, CA 94510 - Benicia/Vallejo Submarket

Benicia Properties to Market 1

LAND
Type: Commercial Land

Land AC: 4.50 AC

Land SF: 196,020 SF

Dimensions: Irregular

Parcel 0080-320-410

ZONING & USAGE
Proposed Use: Commercial, Fast Food, Service Station

CURRENT CONDITION
Improvements: Vacant Land

Grading: Raw land

Infrastructure: Curb/Gutter/Sidewalk, Electricity, Gas, Sewer, Streets, Water

TRAFFIC & FRONTAGE

Made with TrafficMetrix® Products

Traffic Volume: 1,213 on Lopes Rd & E 2nd St (2018)

98,254 on I- 680 & Lake Herman Rd (2018)

Frontage: 147' on Lake Herman Rd

TRANSPORTATION
Airport: 50 minute drive to Oakland International Airport

Walk Score ®: Car-Dependent (18)

Transit Score ®: Minimal Transit (0)

Copyrighted report licensed to City of Benicia - 629633.

Page 7
12/10/2019

20 Oak Rd - Lot 5
Benicia, CA 94510 - Benicia/Vallejo Submarket

Benicia Properties to Market 5

LAND
Type: Industrial Land

Land AC: 3.71 AC

Land SF: 161,433 SF

Parcel 0080-140-030

TRAFFIC & FRONTAGE

Made with TrafficMetrix® Products

Traffic Volume: 138,478 on I- 680 & Bayshore Rd (2018)

128,871 on I- 680 & Bridgehead (2018)

TRANSPORTATION
Airport: 51 minute drive to Oakland International Airport

Walk Score ®: Car-Dependent (12)

Transit Score ®: Minimal Transit (4)

PROPERTY CONTACTS
True Owner: The Edward Pike Company

Recorded Owner: Oak Road Investment Ptnrs LLC

Recorded Owner: Oak Road Investment Partners

Copyrighted report licensed to City of Benicia - 629633.

Page 8
12/10/2019

51 Oak Rd - 2
Benicia, CA 94510 - Benicia Ind Submarket

Benicia Properties to Market 6

BUILDING
Type: Class C Industrial

Subtype: Manufacturing

Tenancy: Single

Year Built: 1971

RBA: 20,400 SF

Floors: 1

Typical Floor: 20,400 SF

Ceiling Ht: 12'-24'

Construction: Steel

LAND
Land Area: 4.73 AC

Zoning: I

Parcel 0080-140-040

EXPENSES PER SF
Taxes: $1.39 (2008)

LOADING
Docks: None Drive Ins: Yes

Cross Docks: None

LEASING
Available Spaces: No Spaces Currently Available

TRANSPORTATION
Parking: 79 free Surface Spaces are available; Ratio of 3.87/1,000 SF

Airport: 51 minute drive to Oakland International Airport

KEY TENANTS
United Site Services of California Inc. 20,451 SF

PROPERTY CONTACTS
True Owner: The Edward Pike Company Recorded Owner: Oak Road Investment Ptnrs LLC

Recorded Owner: Oak Road Investment Partners Prior True Owner: Hearthstone Properties Benicia LLC

Copyrighted report licensed to City of Benicia - 629633.

Page 10
12/10/2019

4901-4961 Park Rd
Benicia, CA 94510 - Benicia Ind Submarket

Benicia Properties to Market 7

BUILDING
Type: Class A Industrial

Subtype: Warehouse

Tenancy: Multiple

Year Built: 2004

RBA: 100,292 SF

Floors: 1

Typical Floor: 100,292 SF

Ceiling Ht: 24'-26'

LAND
Land Area: 8.10 AC

Zoning: IG

EXPENSES PER SF
Taxes: $1.34 (2018)

PARCEL

0080-060-360, 0080-060-400

LOADING
Docks: 14 ext Drive Ins: 8 tot.

Cross Docks: None

POWER & UTILITIES
Power: 2,000a/277-480v 3p Heavy

FEATURES

24 Hour Access, Air Conditioning, Fenced Lot, Skylights, Yard

LEASING
Available Spaces: 65,000 SF Available in 1 Space

Availability: 64.8% Available; 64.8% Vacant

Leasing Company:Reynolds & Brown

Contacts: Kelly Dossa (925) 338-8867

TRANSPORTATION
Parking: 80 Surface Spaces are available; Ratio of 0.80/1,000 SF

Airport: 52 minute drive to Oakland International Airport

Copyrighted report licensed to City of Benicia - 629633.

24, 25, 26  

1 Oak Road, 20 Oak Road, 50 Oak Road
Type: Industrial/manufacturing
Acres: 18+
Proposed Use: Industrial, Manufacturing, 
Commercial

23
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A
n aerial view of the Benicia Industrial 
Park (BIP)—the premier industrial loca-
tion in Benicia, Calif.—reveals an inviting 
commercial grid. Expansive buildings 

are surrounded with ample parking, freeway 
access, greenspace, and the waters of the Sac-
ramento Delta. It’s also clear to see that the BIP 
is Solano County’s largest industrial park, with 
over 3,000 acres of land and 7 million square 
feet of built space.  

In all, the park boasts more than 450 indi-
vidual businesses, and an intriguing variety of 
company names. Benicia Fabrication & Machine 
and Kwik Bond Polymers sit alongside Bio-Rad 
Laboratories and Inter Health Nutraceuticals, as 
well as Bay Area Coffee and Winnie’s Organic 
Animal Products. 

“It’s great to see so many different business-
es and so many different ways to make money,” 
says Eric Wilson, office manager of Bay Area 
Stairs, itself an innovative company known for 
constructing and installing elegant staircases 
out of wood, glass, iron, or stainless steel.

Zoom out and you’ll see the San Francisco 
Bay and a network of convenient regional free-

way connections. The industrial park and the 
surrounding city offer direct access to the I-680 
and I-780 freeways as well as Union Pacific rail 
service. Businesses located in the BIP enjoy the 
ability to zip over to prime markets in Northern 
California’s other leading cities. 

The drive to San Francisco is 35 miles and 
Oakland is 29. Walnut Creek is 14 miles, Napa 
is 13, and Sacramento is 57. Benicia is also near 
three international airports within a 75-minute 
drive: Oakland International, San Francisco In-
ternational, and Sacramento International. 

What you can’t see is the critical support sup-
plied by the City of Benicia’s Economic Develop-
ment Division. Led by Mario Giuliani, city staff 
pride themselves on clearing the way for com-
mercial growth. “Business comes first,” Giuliani 
says. “That’s our mantra and our No. 1 goal. We 
love to welcome new businesses and cultivate 
our existing employers—helping them expand 
and tap into resources, such as city and state tax 
incentives.”

Nikki Brown, CEO of Flavor Insights, a com-
pany with 40 employees located on Industrial 
Way in the BIP, applauds both the city’s support 

Benicia Industrial Park
This thriving business location is home to 
more than 450 unique and innovative companies
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and the BIP’s location. “Benicia has a progressive, 
pro-business attitude,” Brown says, adding that the 
proximity to UC Davis’s food science program and the 
enlightened food culture in the Bay Area is a big plus. 
(Read more on page 9. ) 

In fact, the BIP is arguably the most attractive in-
dustrial park in Northern California. Space leases for 
$0.50 to $0.90 per square foot per month, depending 
on the facility size, and often proves 10 to 15 percent 
less expensive than most of the Bay Area. 

A final thought: Benicia’s role as an innovative 
crossroads for commerce is nothing new. According to 
the League of California Cities, Benicia was the state’s 
third city to incorporate, ahead of San Diego, San Jose, 
and Los Angeles. Pony Express riders passed through 
in the 1860s, and Benicia was a busy port of call for 
steamships and ferries. Today, the Benicia Industrial 
Park plugs into a network of planes, trains, and au-
tomobiles, as well as state-of-the-art broadband. As 
they say in business, it’s all about connections.

Vintners are meticulous in their wine-making 
process, but it doesn’t end there. The products 
and packaging used can make the difference 
between sipping an exquisite-tasting vintage 
or a below-average wine. That’s where Cork 
Supply and Tonnellerie Ô come in. 

The Benicia-based company, which employs 
more than 90 workers, has captured a signifi-
cant share of the market for wine corks in the 
U.S., in large part due to state-of-the-art quality 
controls that can detect—down to parts per tril-
lion—the chemical responsible for “cork taint.”

Cork Supply sources its product from 
sustainably grown oak trees in Portugal that 
are stripped of their cork bark every 9 years for 

up to 250 years. The company 
has production facilities on 

six continents, including 
Europe (Portugal, France, 
Italy, Spain), Australia, 
South Africa, South 
America (Argentina), Asia 

(China), and North Ameri-
ca, serving wineries in more 

than 30 countries.
The company also supplies 

all of the products for wine closures: 
screw-caps, synthetic cork, and foils. 
In addition, it operates a cooperage, 
Tonnellerie Ô, where oak slats are 
aged before being made into wine 
barrels by hand, then “toasted” 
inside. The 38-year-old company 
opened the cooperage in 2009, 
shortly after its move to the Benicia 
Industrial Park.

Cork Supply and Tonnellerie Ô
“Benicia is at an excellent 
crossroads in terms 
of proximity to major 
wine-producing areas 
throughout California and 
easy access to airports. 
The surrounding housing 
market is affordable for 
our employees, so they 
don’t have to commute 
long distances, and 
the cost of living is 
reasonable. We are able 
to secure top talent for our 
business so we can be No. 1 

in terms of service 
and quality for 

our industry.”

Peter Adam Reed 
Hladun, Vice President 
and General Manager

PROFILE:
CORK 

SUPPLY AND 
TONNELLERIE Ô

Water purification equipment 
maker Pacific Ozone is located at 
Benicia Industrial Park.
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T
he United States is facing an increasing short-
age of skilled trades workers. The need for ma-
chinists, welders, plumbers, and electricians 
to support manufacturing, construction, and 

repair is not shrinking, but as these workers retire, 
they are in danger of not being replaced.

According to the California Economic Summit’s 
“Roadmap to Shared Prosperity” report, California 
needs one million more skilled workers by 2025. To 
fill the gap, the state will need to create “education 
and workforce systems” that help workers acquire 
needed competencies, the report says. Local commu-
nity colleges, workforce development agencies, the 
trades, and K–12 education will need to collaborate to 
create the right pathways and certified trainings.

Contrary to popular opinion, evolving technology 
will not diminish the need for skilled trades work 
but rather increase it. Deloitte’s “2018 Skills Gap in 
Manufacturing Study” states, “The Fourth Indus-
trial Revolution is transforming the world of work 
through artificial intelligence, advanced robotics, 
automation, analytics, and the Internet of Things. 
Despite common fears, these technologies are likely 
to create more jobs than they replace.” 

Within this environment, Benicia is emerging as 
a hub for trades training, with a new center opening.

The city has an Ironworkers Training Center 
at 3150 Bayshore Road. It will soon be joined by a 
similar center for Boilermakers set to open this year 
at 4900 East Second Street. FCGA Architecture de-
signed the new Boilermakers center with moderni-
ty in mind. Computer labs will offer leading-edge 

technology for apprentices to continue to be at the 
forefront of their craft, and a custom-designed mu-
ral will highlight the trade’s rich history and con-
tributions to the area’s refineries, shipyards, fabrica-
tion shops, and power plants. 

Timothy Jefferies, business manager for Boiler-
makers Local 549, hopes the contractor’s work at 
the new center will be complete as soon as possible. 
“We expect them to boogie, boogie, boogie and get it 
done,” Jefferies says. “I want to start making boiler-
makers by spring or summer.”

The work of boilermakers is tough to character-
ize because the trade is so vast, Jefferies says. They 
fabricate steel, iron, or copper into boilers and other 
large containers intended to hold hot gas or liquid, 
as well as maintain and repair boilers and boiler sys-
tems. Boilermakers often work at power plants and 
refineries. Benicia made a good location for a train-

Benicia fights skills 
shortage with training 
centers for Ironworkers 
and Boilermakers

The Ironworkers Training Center is part of Benicia’s hub for trades training.

REGIONAL RESOURCES  
FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

Complementary education 
for careers in skilled work 
and technical fields is also 
available near Benicia.

Solano Community College 
is a public community 
college in Fairfield with 
additional centers in 
Vacaville and Vallejo. 
California State 
University Maritime 
Academy in neighboring 
Vallejo grants degrees 
in international business 
and logistics, marine 
engineering technology, 
marine transportation, 
oceanography, and 
international relations. It has 
the highest job-placement 
rate of the 23 CSU 
campuses. 

“One thing that 
people don’t realize is the 
diversity of our academic 
programming,” says Bobby 
King, Cal Maritime’s senior 
director of public affairs and 
strategic communications. 
“These days we offer 
degree programs that lead 
to lucrative careers across 
many areas of the maritime, 
transportation, and related 
industries. We also have 
a master’s program in 
engineering management 
that’s offered entirely online.”

As industry faces a lack of skilled trades workers, 
Benicia’s Ironworkers Training Center has an 
important role in supporting economic growth.
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ing center, Jefferies says, because of its proximity to 
Valero Benicia Refinery and other refineries.

Jefferies hopes to recruit others to follow his own 
path into the field. He’d especially like to see more 
women consider the trade. “There are not a lot of 
women doing this work,” he says. “But there are a 
lot of women who can do the work.”

Ironworkers are also intent on recruiting women 
to the field. In recent years, the Ironworkers Inter-
national Union has funded six pre-apprenticeship 
trainings for women, serving a total of 115 women. 
The most recent training held in 2019 included class 
instruction and hands-on work to enable the wom-
en to jump-start careers as ironworkers. 

Thanks to a partnership with Caltrans, the most 
recent participants were provided tools, books, 
and lodging as well as reimbursement for supplies, 
childcare, and travel expenses. Following comple-
tion of the training course, all participants went 
directly into an ironwork apprenticeship program.

need a reprint?
To purchase a PDF or Share-link for your 
article or list contact Lacey Patterson, 
Business Development Manager at 
lpatterson@bizjournals.com or call 
415-288-4961.
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1 Beach St. #300
San Francisco, CA 94133

800-587-4989
97.55 28 Health care software San Francisco

Jessica Britanik, Recruiting
coordinator

Philippe d'Offay, CEO

22 Attivo Networks
attivonetworks.com

46601 Fremont Blvd.
Fremont, CA 94538

510-623-1000
97.05 26

Cybersecurity
company

Fremont Ashok Shah, VP of finance Tushar Kothari, CEO

33 15Five
15five.com

12 Gallagher Ln. #488

San Francisco, CA 94103
NR

96.94 25

Employee
performance
management

software

San Francisco Heidi Collins, VP of people
Shane Metcalf, Chief culture

officer

44

Toeniskoetter
Development
Inc./Toeniskoetter
Construction Inc.
toeniskoetter.com

1960 The Alameda #20
San Jose, CA 95126

408-200-3260
96.81 28

Commercial real
estate development

and construction
San Jose

Dan Amend, President/CEO,

Toeniskoetter Construction

Inc./EVP, Toeniskoetter
Development Inc.

Brad Krouskup, President/CEO,

Toeniskoetter Development Inc.

Dan Amend, President/CEO,

Toeniskoetter Construction

Inc./EVP, Toeniskoetter
Development Inc.

55 Xage Security
xage.com

445 Sherman Ave. #200
Palo Alto, CA 94306

650-234-0400
96.27 27

Cybersecurity
company for
industrial IoT

Palo Alto Duncan Greatwood, CEO Duncan Greatwood, CEO

66 ARC Consulting LLC
arcconsultingllc.com

275 Battery St. #420

San Francisco, CA 94111
NR

96.06 25
Accounting and
consulting firm

San Francisco
Jim Loughmiller, Managing

director
Gary Klintworth, Managing

director

77 Striim
striim.com

575 Middlefield Rd.
Palo Alto, CA 94301

650-241-0680
95.88 34 IT software Palo Alto

Michelle Monica, Head of
human resources

Ali Kutay, CEO

88 Awake Security
awakesecurity.com

150 Mathilda Pl. #104
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

833-292-5348
95.82 34

Cybersecurity
company

Sunnyvale Lina Saleski, Office manager Rahul Kashyap, President/CEO

99 Cobalt Robotics Inc.
cobaltrobotics.com

2121 S. El Camino
Real #C-110

San Mateo, CA 94403
650-781-3622

94.4 32 Robotics company San Mateo Betty Liu, Chief of staff
Travis Deyle, CEO
Erik Schluntz, CTO

1010 Waggl
waggl.com

3 Harbor Dr. #200
Sausalito, CA 94965

415-399-9949
93.78 31

Employee feedback
software as a service

Sausalito
Meghan Gehle, Operations

manager
Michael Papay, CEO

1111 Perform for Life LLC
performforlifesf.com

1825 Market St.
San Francisco, CA 94103

415-355-0745
93.61 29

Personal training
facility

San Francisco
Bryant Sharifi, Justine Sharifi,

Co-founders

Bryant Sharifi,
Justine Sharifi, Co-founders

1212 Kenna Security
kennasecurity.com

350 Sansome St. #500

San Francisco, CA 94104
855-474-7546

93.33 35 Predictive cyber risk San Francisco
Lora Rodstein, VP of human

resources
Karim Toubba, CEO

1313 Pariveda Solutions
parivedasolutions.com

201 California St. #1250
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844-325-2729
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Dallas, TX
Lori Dipprey, Chief people
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Stefanie Hill, Office managing VP

1144 TravelBank
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611 Mission St. 2nd Fl.
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Business travel
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San Francisco Frank Tsai, Head of finance Duke Chung, CEO

1515 GigaGen Inc.
gigagen.com

1 Tower Pl. #750
South San

Francisco, CA 94080
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South San
Francisco

Catherine Medina, VP of
operations

David Johnson, CEO

1616 West Monroe Partners
wmp.com
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San Francisco, CA 94105

415-653-1450
92.48 31
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technology

consulting firm
Chicago
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business partner

Will Wu, Senior director, San
Francisco

1717 KRT Marketing Inc.
krtmarketing.com

3685 Mt. Diablo Blvd. #255

Lafayette, CA 94549
925-284-0444

92.44 29
Recruitment

advertising agency
Lafayette

Nicole Morris, Head of human
resources

Ryan Christoi, Managing partner

1818
Private Ocean Wealth
Management
privateocean.com

100 Smith Ranch Rd. #300

San Rafael, CA 94903
415-526-2900

92.19 39
Wealth management

firm
San Rafael Susan Dickson, COO Greg Friedman, CEO

1199 Bateman Group Inc.
bateman-group.com

1550 Bryant St. #450

San Francisco, CA 94103
415-503-1818

92.13 35
Public relations for

tech companies
San Francisco

Jennifer Steinle, VP of
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Fred Bateman, CEO

2200
SD Mayer & Associates
LLP
sdmayer.com

235 Montgomery St. 30th Fl.

San Francisco, CA 94104
415-691-4040

92.1 36
Accounting and

advisory firm
San Francisco Wyatt Nelson, COO

Stephen Mayer, Managing partner/
CPA

2121 TMC Financing
tmcfinancing.com

1720 Broadway 3rd Fl.
Oakland, CA 94612

415-989-8855
92.05 34 SBA 504 lending Oakland

Jenelle Ring, Human
resources director

Barbara Morrison, CEO

2222 Magoosh
magoosh.com

2020 Milvia St. #220
Berkeley, CA 94704

855-624-6674
91.95 32

Online standardized
test prep company

Berkeley
Amrita Kulkarni, Senior

manager of people operations
Bhavin Parikh, CEO

2323 Reali
reali.com

777 Mariners Island
Blvd. #150

San Mateo, CA 94404
844-447-3254

91.88 37
Real estate
technology
brokerage

San Mateo
Alexandria Enriquez, People

operations manager
Amit Haller, CEO

2244 InkHouse
inkhouse.com

550 Montgomery St. #450

San Francisco, CA 94111
415-299-6600

91.54 39
Public relations and
content marketing

Waltham, MA
Ursula Cassidy, VP of people

and culture
Jason Morris, President

2525 Johanson & Yau
jyac.com

160 W. Santa Clara St. #900

San Jose, CA 95113
408-288-5111

91.5 47 Accounting firm San Jose
Jon D'Agostino, Director of

human resources
Dave Davis, Managing partner/CPA
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Commercial real
estate development

and construction
San Jose

Dan Amend, President/CEO,

Toeniskoetter Construction

Inc./EVP, Toeniskoetter
Development Inc.

Brad Krouskup, President/CEO,

Toeniskoetter Development Inc.

Dan Amend, President/CEO,

Toeniskoetter Construction

Inc./EVP, Toeniskoetter
Development Inc.

55 Xage Security
xage.com

445 Sherman Ave. #200
Palo Alto, CA 94306

650-234-0400
96.27 27

Cybersecurity
company for
industrial IoT

Palo Alto Duncan Greatwood, CEO Duncan Greatwood, CEO

66 ARC Consulting LLC
arcconsultingllc.com

275 Battery St. #420

San Francisco, CA 94111
NR

96.06 25
Accounting and
consulting firm

San Francisco
Jim Loughmiller, Managing

director
Gary Klintworth, Managing

director

77 Striim
striim.com

575 Middlefield Rd.
Palo Alto, CA 94301

650-241-0680
95.88 34 IT software Palo Alto

Michelle Monica, Head of
human resources

Ali Kutay, CEO

88 Awake Security
awakesecurity.com

150 Mathilda Pl. #104
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

833-292-5348
95.82 34

Cybersecurity
company

Sunnyvale Lina Saleski, Office manager Rahul Kashyap, President/CEO

99 Cobalt Robotics Inc.
cobaltrobotics.com

2121 S. El Camino
Real #C-110

San Mateo, CA 94403
650-781-3622

94.4 32 Robotics company San Mateo Betty Liu, Chief of staff
Travis Deyle, CEO
Erik Schluntz, CTO

1010 Waggl
waggl.com

3 Harbor Dr. #200
Sausalito, CA 94965

415-399-9949
93.78 31

Employee feedback
software as a service

Sausalito
Meghan Gehle, Operations

manager
Michael Papay, CEO

1111 Perform for Life LLC
performforlifesf.com

1825 Market St.
San Francisco, CA 94103

415-355-0745
93.61 29

Personal training
facility

San Francisco
Bryant Sharifi, Justine Sharifi,

Co-founders

Bryant Sharifi,
Justine Sharifi, Co-founders

1212 Kenna Security
kennasecurity.com

350 Sansome St. #500

San Francisco, CA 94104
855-474-7546

93.33 35 Predictive cyber risk San Francisco
Lora Rodstein, VP of human

resources
Karim Toubba, CEO

1313 Pariveda Solutions
parivedasolutions.com

201 California St. #1250

San Francisco, CA 94111
844-325-2729

92.86 32
Strategic services
and IT consulting

Dallas, TX
Lori Dipprey, Chief people

officer
Stefanie Hill, Office managing VP

1144 TravelBank
travelbank.com

611 Mission St. 2nd Fl.

San Francisco, CA 94105
NR

92.76 32
Business travel
management

San Francisco Frank Tsai, Head of finance Duke Chung, CEO

1515 GigaGen Inc.
gigagen.com

1 Tower Pl. #750
South San

Francisco, CA 94080
NR

92.59 25
Biopharmaceutical

company
South San
Francisco

Catherine Medina, VP of
operations

David Johnson, CEO

1616 West Monroe Partners
wmp.com

100 1st St. #355
San Francisco, CA 94105

415-653-1450
92.48 31

Business and
technology

consulting firm
Chicago

Jen Park, Human resources
business partner

Will Wu, Senior director, San
Francisco

1717 KRT Marketing Inc.
krtmarketing.com

3685 Mt. Diablo Blvd. #255

Lafayette, CA 94549
925-284-0444

92.44 29
Recruitment

advertising agency
Lafayette

Nicole Morris, Head of human
resources

Ryan Christoi, Managing partner

1818
Private Ocean Wealth
Management
privateocean.com

100 Smith Ranch Rd. #300

San Rafael, CA 94903
415-526-2900

92.19 39
Wealth management

firm
San Rafael Susan Dickson, COO Greg Friedman, CEO

1199 Bateman Group Inc.
bateman-group.com

1550 Bryant St. #450

San Francisco, CA 94103
415-503-1818

92.13 35
Public relations for

tech companies
San Francisco

Jennifer Steinle, VP of
operations

Fred Bateman, CEO

2200
SD Mayer & Associates
LLP
sdmayer.com

235 Montgomery St. 30th Fl.

San Francisco, CA 94104
415-691-4040

92.1 36
Accounting and

advisory firm
San Francisco Wyatt Nelson, COO

Stephen Mayer, Managing partner/
CPA

2121 TMC Financing
tmcfinancing.com

1720 Broadway 3rd Fl.
Oakland, CA 94612

415-989-8855
92.05 34 SBA 504 lending Oakland

Jenelle Ring, Human
resources director

Barbara Morrison, CEO

2222 Magoosh
magoosh.com

2020 Milvia St. #220
Berkeley, CA 94704

855-624-6674
91.95 32

Online standardized
test prep company

Berkeley
Amrita Kulkarni, Senior

manager of people operations
Bhavin Parikh, CEO

2323 Reali
reali.com

777 Mariners Island
Blvd. #150

San Mateo, CA 94404
844-447-3254

91.88 37
Real estate
technology
brokerage

San Mateo
Alexandria Enriquez, People

operations manager
Amit Haller, CEO

2244 InkHouse
inkhouse.com

550 Montgomery St. #450

San Francisco, CA 94111
415-299-6600

91.54 39
Public relations and
content marketing

Waltham, MA
Ursula Cassidy, VP of people

and culture
Jason Morris, President

2525 Johanson & Yau
jyac.com

160 W. Santa Clara St. #900

San Jose, CA 95113
408-288-5111

91.5 47 Accounting firm San Jose
Jon D'Agostino, Director of

human resources
Dave Davis, Managing partner/CPA

99999 Cobalt Robotics Inc.
cobaltrobotics.com

2121 S. El Camino
Real #C-110

San Mateo, CA 94403
650-781-3622

94.4

BEST PLACES TO WORK 2019

 This List includes companies with 25-49 employees working in the Greater Bay Area counties of Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Monterey, Napa, San Benito, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Solano and Sonoma. 

Ranking based on scores obtained from a survey of the company’s Bay Area employees, administered by Quantum Workplace. Scores are rounded to the second decimal place.

SMALLEST EMPLOYERS (FROM 25-49 BAY AREA EMPLOYEES), RANKED BY SCORE

Business typeBusiness typeBusiness t Headquarters
Top human resourcesTop human resourcesT

executive in the Bay Area Top local eTop local eT xecutive(s)

Health care software San Francisco
Jessica Britanik, Recruiting

coordinator
Philippe d'Offay, CEO

Cybersecurity
company

Fremont Ashok Shah, VP of finance Tushar Kothari, CEO

Employee
performance
management

software

San Francisco Heidi Collins, VP of people
Shane Metcalf, Chief culture

officer

Commercial real
estate development

and construction
San Jose

Dan Amend, President/CEO,

Toeniskoetter Construction

Inc./EVP, Toeniskoetter
Development Inc.

Brad Krouskup, President/CEO,

Toeniskoetter Development Inc.

Dan Amend, President/CEO,

Toeniskoetter Construction

Inc./EVP, Toeniskoetter
Development Inc.

Cybersecurity
company for
industrial IoT

Palo Alto Duncan Greatwood, CEO Duncan Greatwood, CEO

25
Accounting and
consulting firm

San Francisco
Jim Loughmiller, Managing

director
Gary Klintworth, Managing

director

34 IT software Palo Alto
Michelle Monica, Head of

human resources
Ali Kutay, CEO

34
Cybersecurity

company
Sunnyvale Lina Saleski, Office manager Rahul Kashyap, President/CEO

31
Employee feedback

software as a service
Sausalito

Meghan Gehle, Operations
manager

Michael Papay, CEO

29
Personal training

facility
San Francisco

Bryant Sharifi, Justine Sharifi,
Co-founders

Bryant Sharifi,
Justine Sharifi, Co-founders

35 Predictive cyber risk San Francisco
Lora Rodstein, VP of human

resources
Karim Toubba, CEO

32
Strategic services
and IT consulting

Dallas, TX
Lori Dipprey, Chief people

officer
Stefanie Hill, Office managing VP

32
Business travel
management

San Francisco Frank Tsai, Head of finance Duke Chung, CEO

25
Biopharmaceutical

company
South San
Francisco

Catherine Medina, VP of
operations

David Johnson, CEO

31
Business and
technology

consulting firm
Chicago

Jen Park, Human resources
business partner

Will Wu, Senior director, San
Francisco

92.44 29
Recruitment

advertising agency
Lafayette

Nicole Morris, Head of human
resources

Ryan Christoi, Managing partner

92.19 39
Wealth management

firm
San Rafael Susan Dickson, COO Greg Friedman, CEO

92.13 35
Public relations for

tech companies
San Francisco

Jennifer Steinle, VP of
operations

Fred Bateman, CEO

92.1 36
Accounting and

advisory firm
San Francisco Wyatt Nelson, COO

Stephen Mayer, Managing partner/
CPA

92.05 34 SBA 504 lending Oakland
Jenelle Ring, Human

resources director
Barbara Morrison, CEO

91.95 32
Online standardized
test prep company

Berkeley
Amrita Kulkarni, Senior

manager of people operations
Bhavin Parikh, CEO

91.88 37
Real estate
technology
brokerage

San Mateo
Alexandria Enriquez, People

operations manager
Amit Haller, CEO

91.54 39
Public relations and
content marketing

Waltham, MA
Ursula Cassidy, VP of people

and culture
Jason Morris, President

91.5 47 Accounting firm San Jose
Jon D'Agostino, Director of

human resources
Dave Davis, Managing partner/CPA

This content appeared in the San Francisco Business Times on April 19, 2019. It has been reprinted for use only by Cobalt Robotics Inc. and further reproduction by any 

other party is strictly prohibited. Copyright 2019 San Francisco Business Times, 275 Battery St., Suite 600, San Francisco, CA 94111 | sanfranciscobusinesstimes.com.

32 Robotics company San Mateo Betty Liu, Chief of staff
Travis Deyle, CEO
Erik Schluntz, CTO
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Not long after High End Development moved to the Benicia 
Industrial Park, local civic and business leaders paid a visit to 
their new neighbor on Stone Road. The stop was part of the 
city’s ongoing “Benicia Business Walks,” where public represen-
tatives canvass local businesses to touch bases and hear about 

concerns or suggestions.
High End’s response was short and to the 

point: “Love Benicia.”
High End, a specialty construction con-

tractor, opened its doors in 2006 in Concord, 
before moving to Benicia. The 100-employee 
company specializes in deck coating, gyp-

sum floor underlayments, waterproofing, and 
gas and vapor mitigation services. It also has a 

reconstruction business that serves clients needing 
renovation and rebuilding solutions for issues with balconies, 
basements, dry rot, and water intrusion.

“Benicia is home to many construction 
industry leaders, and it’s a perfect 
location for High End Development. 
The Benicia Industrial Park, in particular, 
is a great spot for our business with easy 
access to our client locations in other 
Northern California cities. We also enjoy 
being a part of Benicia’s supportive 
business community.”
Anthony Froyd, Principal

The new 
Boilermakers 
Training 
Center, which 
will offer 
state-of-the-art 
technology, 
was designed 
by FCGA 
Architecture.

Finding a lot to love in Benicia

PROFILE:
HIGH END 

DEVELOPMENT
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T
oday’s business leaders recognize that it’s smart to 
support the three p’s: profits, people, and the plan-
et. Many Benicia companies embrace this “triple 
bottom line” approach, pursuing environmental 

innovations with multiple benefits.   
Clean tech industries have been the leaders in sustainabil-

ity, defined as any process, product, practice, or service that 
reduces negative environmental impacts through significant 
energy efficiency improvements, sustainable use of resourc-
es, or environmental activities. Clean tech in-
cludes a broad spectrum of industries including 
energy, transportation, water, air, materials, 
manufacturing, agriculture, and recycling.

“We have many companies in Benicia that 
are engaging in clean technologies” says Ma-
rio Giuliani, Benicia’s economic development 
manager. “That’s because they’re ever chang-
ing. They’re meeting new global challenges and 
always innovating with a mind towards the en-
vironment.”

The city itself has been actively involved in 
sustainability in its own practices led by Mayor 
Elizabeth Patterson. Benicia also has a program 
to help businesses seed sustainability projects at 
their facilities, such as energy and water, which 
help accelerate adopting efficiencies.  

Great examples of Benicia companies using new clean 
tech technologies are Yandell Truckaway’s investment in Tes-
la Semi trucks and Flavor Insights’ use of super-heated water 
rather than harsh chemicals for cleaning its equipment.  

In 2017, the city assisted Aquatic Environments (recent-
ly acquired by SOLitude Lake Management) to locate in the 
BIP. Aquatic, an environmental steward, is one of California’s 

largest aquatic and terrestrial vegetation management and 
restoration firms. DST Control, a 30-year business in Benicia, 
serves clean-tech customers with innovative design, engi-
neering, and control systems through its Alternative Energy 
Division.

Benicia has a large and diverse construction sector that 
is also poised for clean tech innovations. A sample of local-
ly based firms include California Erectors (structural steel), 
Hammer & Steel (piling and pile-driving equipment), Romak 

Iron Works (steel and iron), and Column Con-
cepts (factory-built architectural structures).

Changes to the California Energy Code, ef-
fective as of January 1, 2020, mandate that 
every new single-family home include solar 
power. Robert Raymer, technical director for 
the California Building Industry Association, 
told Builderonline.com, “California is about 
to take a quantum leap in energy standards. 
No other state in the nation mandates solar, 
and we are about to take that leap.”  There are 
other changes from a regulatory standpoint 
for building fire-resistant and safer housing—
all of which will spur new technologies in 
building products.  

Because of the diversity of businesses in 
clean tech and the commercialization of new technologies 
that help business with their sustainability goals, the city 
will host the Benicia Clean Tech Expo. The one-day busi-
ness-to-business forum is slated for 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Thursday, October 15, 2020, at the Benicia Clock Tower at 
1189 Washington Street.

Mark your calendar to join the conversation at the 
Benicia Clean Tech Expo.

A Clean Tech Leader
Benicia expo shines a light on sustainability

When a shiny semi-truck made by Tes-
la pulled into the Benicia headquarters 
of Yandell Truckaway for a visit recently, 
it signaled the latest step in the truck-
ing company’s industry-leading efforts 
toward sustainable transportation.

Yandell Truckaway, which spe-
cializes in wine, food, and beverage 

transportation, as well as logistics 
and storage, opened as a trucking 
company in 1945. Three years ago, 
the company decided to move its 
transportation and third-party logis-
tics headquarters from Pleasant Hill 

to join its warehouse in the Benicia 

Industrial Park. 
It was a perfect fit for the fami-

ly-owned company: The nearby I-80 
freeway is a crucial transportation link, 
as the majority of Yandell’s customer 

base is located either on or near the 
corridor. In addition, its trucks are now 

located closer to Napa Valley, where Yandell 
maintains a number of winery clients. 

Yandell is already an EPA Smartway Transport 
Partner and a California Air Resources Board–com-
pliant carrier, whose current fleet features updated 
engines and low-resistance tires. Now, Yandell has 
ordered 10 new Tesla Semis for its fleet to be tested 
in 2020 or 2021.

“We want to grow our 
business the right 

way. We want to be 
the gold standard 
when it comes to 

green technology in 
the transportation 
sector. It’s great to 
have local city and 
county support for 

the transition to 
greener technology 

to minimize our 
carbon 

footprint.”
John Yandell III, 

Operations 
Manager

Trucking company puts sustainability effort into high gear
Yandell Truckaway 
plans to test 10 new 
Tesla semis in its 
fleet by 2021. 

COMPANY 
PROFILE:
YANDELL 

TRUCKAWAY

“Benicia’s 
companies are  
always 
innovating 
with a mind 
towards the 
environment.” 

Mario Giuliani, Benicia’s 
economic development 
manager

BENICIA
CLEAN TECH
EXPO

What: A business-to-
business forum focused 
on clean tech and the 
commercialization of 
new technologies that 
help businesses with 
their sustainability 
goals.

Date: Thursday, 
October 15, 2020
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Place: Benicia Clock 
Tower; 1189 Washington 
Street.

TESLA
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Median household income

$89,09
Median family income

$113,235
Per capita income

$43,640

INCOME

EMPLOYMENT EDUCATION

HOUSING

Benicia by the Numbers

Workforce population 
16 and over 

21,856

Population 
25 and over

19,048

Not in 
Labor Force

Employed

Unemployed

Number of 
Housing Units:

11,432

Total households 10,788

Average household size 2.54 people

Average Family Size 3.06 people

Average Owner Occupied 
household size

2.62

Average renter occupied 
household size

2.36

5.5%

32.7%

61.8%

95.5%

Population:

28,174
Median Age: 
43.0

DEMOGRAPHICS

Black*

Hispanic
15.2%

Asian
10.4%

Native 
American 
0.4%

Pacific 
Islander 
0.3%

Two or more 
races 

6.5%

5.4%

White*
61.7%

*excluding Hispanic

Average income by level 
of education

Level of education attained*

Types of 
units

Average for 
workforce 
25 years and 
older

1-unit 
detatched

1 Unit 
Attached

2 Units 3-4 Units 5-9 Units 10-19 
Units

20 or 
more 
Units

Mobile 
homes

High School 
Graduate

Some 
College

Bachelor’s 
Degree

Graduate 
and/or 
Professional 
Degree

$54,891

7,319

1081

262

904 794

291
577

195

$38,625
$46,118

$71,607

$96,534

High School Graduate 
(Include GED) only 
 15.9%

Bachelor’s 
Degree
25.5%

Post Graduate or 
professional Degree

15.5%

Some College, 
no degree
28.5%

Associate 
Degree 
only
10.1%

Own
68.2%

Rent
31.8%

Bachelors degree 
or higher

High school graduate 
or higher

41.1%

*High school graduates  
and higher
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Benicia’s Warm Welcome

Visitors discover history, art, 
shopping, dining, and outdoor 
fun on the waterfront

V
isitors discover the San Francisco Bay Area’s 
best-kept secret when they find Benicia’s hid-
den treasure, the downtown historic district 
centered on First Street. Its thriving art scene, 

rich history, unique shopping and dining, live music 
venues, scenic waterfront, and myriad events all con-
tribute to the community’s strong sense of identity—one 
that not only appeals to visitors but to the families, pro-
fessionals, and artists who make Benicia their home.

City employees Teri Davena and Mario Giuliani recent-
ly introduced 40 Bay Area travel writers to a “Great Day 
by the Bay,” the tagline of the Visit Benicia tourism effort. 
Many of them said, “I’ll be back and I’ll tell my friends!” 

At the crossroads between San Francisco and Sac-
ramento, Sonoma and San Jose, Benicia is the perfect 
place for friends or family to meet. Downtown Benicia 
in particular, with its nearly mile-long stretch of special-
ty shops, restaurants, galleries, and historic sites on First 
Street, is a popular destination with a pedestrian-friend-
ly ambience. The city is investing in downtown improve-
ments, such as installing way-finding signage and con-
sidering plans for another hotel that would help attract 
more overnight guests.

The city’s waterfront is a popular gathering spot, 
where you can go fishing and watch or join kite-surf-
ers, paddle-boarders, outriggers, and kayakers. You can 
also gaze at the boats plying the Carquinez Strait, from 
sleek sailboats to shipping freighters, in the place where 
the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers flow into the San 
Francisco Bay. 

Visitors can experience Benicia’s storied past around 
just about every corner. At First and G streets, Benicia 
Capitol State Historic Park is the site of the red-brick 
building that served as California’s State Capital for 13 
months in 1852–1853. Down a few blocks, the Union 
Hotel was opened in 1882 as the Solano House and now 
offers 12 historically decorated rooms and possibly a 
specter or two: The hotel was recently featured on Trav-
el Channel’s “Ghost Adventures.” Inn at Benicia Bay and 
Shorelight Inn, each in the blocks off First Street, also of-
fer individually decorated rooms and historic ambiance.

The Farmers Market is held every Thursday evening from late April through October.

Downtown Benicia is home to many galleries, specialty 
shops, restaurants, and historic sites.

Bella Siena: Italian-American cuisine 
on the waterfront.
One House Bakery: French pastries 
plus daily soups, sandwiches, and 
salads prepared before your eyes.
Farm & Flour: Hand-crafted loaves 
and full coffee menu with a view of 
the Capitol.
First Street Café: Classic American 
fare with entertainment, including 
Sunday afternoon jazz.

Fox & Fawn: Organic baked goods 
from cookies to wedding cakes.
Juice House: Fresh cold-pressed 
juices and healthy beverage options.
Got Plate Lunch:  Hawai’ian style 
comfort food.
Lucca Bar & Grill: Live entertainment 
draws visitors to their seasonal beer 
garden.

A Sampling of Downtown Benicia Restaurants
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January
Restaurant Week: Sample the best 
of downtown Benicia eateries.

February
Wine & Chocolate Walk: 
Treat someone special to sips 
and chocolates at downtown 
businesses.
Trivia Bee: A fun fundraiser for the 
Benicia Library Foundation.

March
St. Patrick’s Day Beer Crawl: 
Saturday before St. Patrick’s Day.
Run for Education: Run along 
the waterfront and past historic 
homes to benefit the Benicia 
Education Foundation.

April
Opening Day on the Straits:  
Waterfront fun with arts & crafts, a 
boat parade and blessing of the fleet.
Farmers Market: Every Thursday 
evening through October.

Benicia Classic Car Show: 
Pre-1976 cars and live music 
benefiting the Benicia High School 
Panther Band.

May
Benicia Artists Open Studios:  
More than 150 artists open their 
studios throughout Benicia.

Vintage Homes Tour: 
Tour some of Benicia’s 
best historic homes on the 
Saturday before Mother’s 
Day.
Memorial Day Ceremony 
At Benicia Arsenal: Military 
Cemetery with a flyover by Travis 
Air Force Base.

June
Benicia Art Walk: Tour downtown 
Benicia art galleries for great art, 
lively activities and small sips.
Movie Night Under the Stars: 
Family fun with free popcorn at 
the gazebo in City Park.

July
Torch Light Parade: 
Independence Day parade on the 
evening of July 3.

Picnic in the Park & Fireworks: 
The 4th of July celebration 
continues with a day of fun and 
family entertainment followed by 
fireworks on the waterfront.
Benicia Waterfront Festival: 
Two days of live music, craft beer 
tastings, food, vendors, and kids’ 
activities.

August
Benicia Peddler’s Fair: More than 
300 antiques and collectibles 
dealers line First Street.
Taste of First Street: Food and 
wine samplings from First Street 
restaurants.

September
Fine Arts, Crafts & Marketplace: 
Small arts and crafts fair on First 
Street.

Wine Walk: Downtown shops pour 
wine tastings.
Arts Benicia Art Auction & Gala: 
Silent and live art auctions, food, 
wine, music, and dancing.
Benicia Fashion Runway 
Weekend: “Project Runway” 
and “Project Runway All Stars” 
designers come to Benicia.

October
Haunted Depot: Southern Pacific 
Railroad Depot transforms into a 
haunted house.

November
Wine Walk and Shop: Small  Sip 
and shop for Small Business 
Saturday the day after Black Friday.

December
Holiday Open House & Tree 
Lighting: Downtown merchants 
host open house, lighting of 
the Christmas tree, treats, and 
entertainment by Kris Kringle and 
the Mistletones.
Christmas Parade & Holiday 
Market: Santa makes his annual 
appearance.

Even more history can be found to the east of the 
downtown in the area known as the Benicia Arsenal, 
which was designated a military reservation in 1851. 
(Ulysses Grant was briefly stationed there.) Fun fact: 
In 1857, the army procured 37 camels from the Mid-
dle East, and the barns built to house them are now 
home to the Benicia Historical Museum. Other build-
ings in the Arsenal support studios for more than 100 
artists—a popular stop during the annual Benicia 
Open Studios, along with Arts Benicia, the city’s um-
brella organization supporting the visual arts.

In addition to galleries on First Street, there’s 
art to be discovered elsewhere downtown. On First 
Street from Military West to East G Street, hometown 
artist Guillermo Wagner Granizo created 27 ceramic 
tile murals, installed in sidewalks, to celebrate Be-
nicia’s history through its landmarks, people, and 
events. Along with murals and painted benches and 
utility boxes, other public art works include “Dona 
Benicia’s Mantilla (envelops the General’s chair)” by 
sculptor Linda Fleming at First and East B streets, 
and “Light Harp” by Scott Zoo and Lisa Reinerston’s 

“Neptune’s Daughter” behind the Tannery Building 
on the waterfront at the foot of First Street.

Benicia offers a full calendar of events that bring 
neighbors and visitors together. Some of the most 
popular annual events include Benicia Open Studios 
in May, when artists open their working spaces to 
guests; the Holiday Open House & Tree Lighting 
held downtown in December; August’s Benicia Ped-
dlers Fair on First Street; and the two-day Indepen-
dence Day celebration in July.

In addition, the galleries of First Street partici-
pate in Benicia Art Walk, offering demonstrations, 
live entertainment, and small sips on the second 
Saturdays of June, July, September, and October. 

Annual Events

July 4th 
celebrations 

include a parade 
and fireworks.

Benicia’s  wine and chocolate 
walk invites indulgence.

Tour vintage homes in May.

An outrigger canoe skims Benicia’s waterfront.

The Run for Education benefits the Benicia Education Foundation. 

Benicia Fashion Runway 
brings Project Runway 
designers

Christmas celebrations 
feature a tree lighting.
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W
hat makes for a great town? 
According to WalletHub, it’s 
a perfect mix of affordability, 
economic vitality, education, 

health, and safety. All of those factors add 
up to high quality of life, and they’re all to 
be found in Benicia, Calif.

“Benicia is the best-kept secret in the 
Bay Area,” says Teri Davena, a lifelong res-
ident who is part of the city’s Economic 
Development Team. “It’s common for our 
residents to go away for school, to travel, 
or explore the world, but we always come 
home to Benicia, especially to raise our 
families or retire.”

The folks who are in on Benicia’s 
secret—namely 28,000 delighted resi-
dents—know the town has Solano Coun-
ty’s highest-performing schools, plentiful 
outdoor and recreational opportunities, 
a vibrant arts community, quick access 
to outstanding medical care, and some-
thing rather rare: The median home price 
is $640,000—well below most Bay Area 
cities.

Benicia has a “Main Street U.S.A.” 
quality that’s especially evident down-
town on First Street. The shopping and 

dining destination features nearly a mile 
of boutiques, antiques stores, restaurants, 
galleries, and salons. But the quality also 
extends to the feeling of community 
shared by residents and businesses. “Be-
nicia holds that special small-town charm 
in the midst of a large urban landscape,” 
says Jasmin Dunlop Powell, a longtime 
resident and chief operating officer of 
Dunlop Manufacturing. “The city is filled 
with family businesses, where hard work, 
honesty, and integrity are the keys to suc-
cess. We have generations of families here 
who bring strong roots and historical 
strength to our community.”

Benicia also enjoys an abundance of lei-
sure activities with a marina, yacht club, 
public and private boat launches, beaches, 
and ample public shoreline. At the city’s 
westernmost edge, the Benicia State Rec-
reation Area covers nearly 450 acres of 
marsh, grassy hillsides, and beaches at the 
narrowest point of the Carquinez Strait. 
Cyclists, runners, walkers, equestrians, 
and skaters use the park’s 2.5 miles of 
roads and bike paths. The marshy area at 
Dillon’s Point is a popular spot for fishing.

“Our waterfront is on four regional, 
state, or national trail systems,” Davena 
says. “You can hike, bike, sail, or paddle 

Town Secrets
Locals know the 
long list of reasons 
why Benicia is an 
outstanding place 
to call home

Benicia has a “Main Street U.S.A.“ quality.

Benicia’s shoreline includes marsh, 
grassy hillsides, and beaches.
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bridge to bridge on the Bay Area Ridge Trail, 
the San Francisco Bay Trail, the San Francis-
co Bay Area Water Trail, and the Great Cali-
fornia Delta Trail.”

In addition, Benicia is included in the 
newly designated Sacramento–San Joaquin 
Delta National Heritage Area—established in 
March 2019—California’s first and only Na-
tional Heritage Area.

The city itself maintains 27 parks, a num-
ber of ball fields, and additional facilities 
for the enjoyment of its residents, including 
the City Gym offering basketball, volleyball, 
and pickleball, as well as programs for kids 
ages 5 and under. Benicia Community Park 
features picnic facilities, a disc golf course, 
four softball fields, two baseball fields, a 
skate park, a dog park, and a walking trail to 
nearby Lake Herman. 

The James Lemos Swim Center, open May 
through October, offers three pools, includ-
ing an L-shaped pool with a diving well, 
an Olympic-size pool for lap swimming 
and water exercise, and a shallow kiddie 
pool. The city also manages a senior center, 
community center, and the historic Benicia 
Clock Tower, a popular venue for weddings, 
parties, and community events.

Thanks to a countywide sales-tax in-
crease voted in by residents, Benicia’s pub-
lic library (open seven days a week) bene-
fits from annual funding that allows it to 
expand its hours, programs, and materials. 
The library is home to the Marilyn Citron 
O’Rourke Art Gallery, displaying art from 
local and regional artists.

Benicia’s award-winning schools are 
among the best in the state and nation. In 
2019, U.S. News & World Report’s Best High 
Schools list ranked Benicia High School 

among the top 17 percent in both Califor-
nia and the entire United States. Forty-three 
percent of the high school’s students partic-
ipate in advanced-placement classes, and 
96 percent graduate. 

Each of Benicia’s four elementary schools 
have pre-K programs, plus before- and af-
ter-school enrichment programs. The mid-
dle school offers before- and after-school 
STEM classes.

“Our school district enjoys strong part-
nerships with parents and the city, in-
cluding police, fire, city manager’s office, 
and the mayor. That’s really critical,” says 
Dr. Charles Young, superintendent of the 
4,700-student district.

The high school offers career technical 
education curriculum focused on skills to 
prepare students for successful employ-
ment, college or continuing education, ap-
prenticeships, and entrepreneurial oppor-
tunities. Liberty High, a public alternative 

school with fewer than 75 students, enjoys 
partnerships with local gardeners, the Be-
nicia Rotary Club, and Arts Benicia. In ad-
dition, Benicia is home to K-8th grade St. 
Dominic School, which feeds to the nearby 
St. Patrick–St. Vincent Catholic High School. 

Benicia is centrally located to other pub-
lic educational institutions like UC Berkeley; 
UC Davis; CSU campuses in San Francisco, 
Sacramento, San Jose, East Bay, Vallejo, and 
Sonoma; and private institutions such as 
Saint Mary’s College of California and Touro 
University.

Within a 10-mile radius of downtown, 
Benicia residents have access to some of the 
country’s best health care. In Concord, John 
Muir Medical Center is recognized as a lead-
ing provider of cancer and cardiac care. In 
Vallejo, Kaiser is a general medical and sur-
gical hospital with emergency care, while 
Sutter Solano Medical Center is recognized 
for its heart failure, pneumonia, and surgi-
cal care.

Though less quantifiable, Benicia’s arts 
scene undoubtedly contributes to the city’s 
appeal. Affordable studio spaces allow art-
ists to work and support each other, rais-
ing visibility for the burgeoning commu-
nity and drawing visitors to events like the 
Benicia Art Walk and twice-annual Open 
Studios. Downtown Benicia has a music 
corridor along First Street offering live per-
formances most nights and weekends at 
multiple venues.

According to Davena, there’s a lovely link 
between Benicia’s healthy arts community 
and its innovative businesses. “The freedom 
and support to be creative benefits every-
one,” she says, “whether in the arts, busi-
ness, or simply enjoying life.”

“Benicia holds that 
special small-town 

charm in the midst of a 
large urban landscape. 

We have generations 
of families here who 

bring strong roots and 
historical strength to our 

community.”
Jasmin Dunlop Powell, 

COO, Dunlop Manufacturing. 

A public swimming pool, regional shoreline, public library, and many specialty shops and galleries are among Benicia’s amenities.
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FUELED BY
COMMUNITY

For nearly 50 years, 
the Benicia refinery 
has supported 
community families, 
businesses 
and nonprofit 
organizations. 

We are proud to 
continue a strong 
partnership with 
the city of Benicia.

3400 East Second Street
Benicia, CA 94510 • 707-745-7534


